As Detenue Nagar Mayor
For fourteen long years Annapoornaiah was in jails. Perhaps
none else in the south had served such a longer term. In 1940 when
he delivered a speech in a public meeting in Rajahmundry explain-
ing the aims and objects of the Forward Block, he was taken by the
police into custody. Straight away he was taken to Godavari Rail-
way station and put in the Calcutta - Madras mail. When his wife
and children went to the station with a bag containing a pair of
clothes for him they were not allowed to go near him. When his
brother-in-law Kolluru Krishna Sastry implored the officer that he
had to discuss certain urgent matters of domestic nature, he was
grudgingly permitted to travel up to Vijayawada.
In the jail all his fellow detenues elected Annapoornaiah as De-
tention nagar Mayor. As mayor he used to comfort and console
whoever came into the jail and tried his best to look after their wel-
fare.
In October 1947 Annapoornaiah published in "Jaya Bharat' an
article "Hussain the unknown Her6'. He wrote it humorously under
the pen-name AmritaRao, "The mayor of detenues is not an ordi-
nary man. Jail authorities had to deal with the detenues through the
mayor but not directly. When I was mayor, my orderly, 20 year old
Hussain's duties were to pass on the letters written by the detenues
to the office and give the letters which came to the detenues to the
Mayor. He had another funny duty of eating the fruits belonging to
the Mayor. As he was the warder's son he was acting as a spy against
the detenues. But I some how managed to win him over to my side
and used him as a spy against the authorities themselves. One day
the superintendent unexpectedly came to the Mayor walking very
fast. At that time young Hussain was busy eating the fruits in the
Mayor's room. I came out of the room to prevent the superintendent
from seeing the orderly in a compromising position. Thus Hussain
was saved by my timely strategy. For this act of kindness Hussain
prostrated before the Mayor (myself) in gratitude."